Pseudopyogenic granuloma: effects of corticosteroid on newly-formed vessels.
Papular lesions of pseudopyogenic granuloma were examined before and during treatment with systemic corticosteroid using both light and electron microscopy. Before treatment, these lesions showed a proliferation of vessels lined with plump endothelial cells and heavy lymphohistiocytic infiltrates with numerous eosinophils in the dermis. During treatment, flattened papules showed a dilatation of vessels lined with flattened endothelial cells, extravasation of red cells, discontinuity of endothelial basal lamina, and, ultimately, discontinuity of the endothelial cells themselves. Eosinophils were rarely found. From these findings, it can be said that the morphological effects of corticosteroid on microvasculature have in part been elucidated.